ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rachle Baugha November 23, 1993 
Creek Indian Capitol Complex 
Okmulgee, OK 74447 


Dear Friend: 


In our telephone conversation today you said that you would 
forward to the proper person our request for information about the 
50 cent scrip note issued in 1862 by a trader at North Fork, Creek 
Nation. We cannot read the signature and would like to know if you 
can identify it or send it to someone who could. 

We also know of a scrip note issued in 1862 in Pineville, 
Missouri payable at J. W. Bryant’s store, C.N. We presume this is 
Creek Nation but it could be Cherokee or Chaoctaw as no location 
is stated on the note. 

As youmay know North Fork was abandoned in 1872 when the MK 
& T Railroad was built and the Creeks moved a short distance to 
establish Euphala. 

We would appreciate your help in finding out who issued the 
enclosed note and whether Byrant’s store was in North Fork also. 


Sin ely, 


7" 


, ae, ea 


Eric P. Newman 
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Oklahoma Historical Society ARCHIVES & MANUSCRIPTS DIVISION 


Wiley Post Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/521-2491 





Mamex Eric P. Newman Date f2-2(-9o 





In response to your letter, we have found the following information; 


We are unable to determine who issued the particular note you sent. Since 
scrip was issued by merchants, individual tribes and the U.S. Government 


it would be very hard to determine where this particular one orginated. 


I did locate a Bryan's Trading Post which was close to Locust Grove, 


Cherokee Nation. That is the closest thing I found to Bryant's Store. 


I am enclosing references from the Indian Pioneer History Collection 
pertaining to scrip, which should give you some ideal of how much it was 
used. The numbers on the left note the volume and the numbers on the right 
are the page numbers. We have the collection here and they are also at 


the Western History Collection at the University of Oklahoma. 





—Sincerely, 
q SS. aa Mah 


Patsy oley 


wea 


We are sorry that we do not have time to do more intensive research for you. 

You are welcome to visit our division and use its research materials. We are 
open from 8:00am to 5:00pm Monday through Saturday. If you wish to correspond 
further, please address your letter to the staff member listed above and enclose 
a stamped, self addressed envelope. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Ms. Patsy Cooley Janvary 3, 1994 
Oklahoma Historical Society 

Wiley Post Historical Building 

Oklahoma City, OK 73103 


Dear Ms. Cooley: 


Thank you for your prompt helpfulness in trying to identify 
the scrip issue of the Creek trader as well as Byrant’s Store in 
the Cherokee Nation. These are both 1862 and I enclose a photocopy 
of the later. As to Bryan’s Trading Post near Locust Grove that 
certainly could be Bryant’s store as the rural Missouri spelling 
could easily be erroneous. May I have a photocopy of your source. 

As to the unidentified trader in North Fork I would be 
grateful to you if you would look at Indian Pioneer History 


TX ppings7; 3ee 
Mee 270) 27.) (index card not).clear as to volume) 


to see if they relate to the Civil War period or to a much 
later use of scrip. These references are from copies of the index 
cards you sent us. They might solve the problem. 

We have in our collection examples of the government issues 
of scrip by the Cherokees and Choctaws and will send photocopies 
if desired. 

We would also like photocopies of the reference om Vol. VII 
p. 119, 120 to Nash in Ft..Gibson as we have his 1862 scrip issues 
also. tne. dog ,head money Vol. XXV, p. 364 must. refer to an 
ornament on his scrip. 

I am sending a check for $10 to cover photocopies, etc. and 
I want you to know how appreciative I am for your helpfulness. 
Your letter of December 27, 1993 indicates that I may correspond 
with you further and I am so interested in this matter I am doing 
So; 


Sincerely, 


a 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mary Jane Warde February 11, 1994 
2806 West 18th St. 
Stillwater, OK 74074 


Dear Ms. Warde: 


When I looked at the list of speakers for the Missouri 
conference on history and noticed your topic I felt that you might 
be able to help solve a numismatic problem we have. 

We own a piece of Creek Nation scrip issued in 1862 at North 
Fork on the Canadian River by a trader whom we cannot identify by 
his signature on the note. Can you help us identify who it was ? 

As you know North Fork was abandoned as a Creek center when 
they moved to a railroad stop nearby. 

We have a nice collection of Indian Nation money as well as 
Indian trader money and would appreciate your help in properly 
identifying the item. A photocopy is enclosed. The piece is 
unique as far as we know now. 

Please let me have your telephone number when you respond. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman 





: ae NORTH FORK, . pM 
DUE TE ‘BEARER, i 


= or y PTE see BERRY 
$5, 31 10, » $20,,01 $00.1 is. s presented 
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2006 We 48th 
Stillwater, OK 
74074 

February 20, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

Se eLOUdSs pe MOT 63705 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


ieee SvOuse.tO Your Anquary concerning the enclosed scrip, : I 
wish all the questions people asked me were so easy to answer. 
The merchant was William H. Rogers, a mixed-blood Cherokee who 
had a general store at North Fork Town. I don’t know as much 
about him as some of the other merchants, but I do know that he 
helped supply food for the meeting in July 1861 at which about 
1,000 Creeks--mostly McIntosh supporters--agreed to sign a new 
treaty with the Confederacy. During the next year, a number of 
important Confederate Creek leaders visited his store to make 
purchases, including supplies for the Creek Confederate regi- 
ments. North Fork Town, being on the Texas Road (U.S. Highway 
69), was only about fifteen miles south of the battlefield at 
Honey Springs (the "Gettysburg of the West"--July 16-18, 1863), 
near present-day Checotah, Oklahoma. How Rogers’s store fared 
after Federal troops invaded the Creek Nation down the Texas Road 
in August 1863, I can only speculate. Almost all Confederate 
Creeks and Cherokees fled to the Red River Valley as refugees in 
"the Stampede” that followed Honey Springs. Rogers probably left 
with them. Confederate troops re-occupied North Fork Town later 
but withdrew again to camps down in the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
nations late in the war. By the end of hostilities in 1865, very 
few buildings of any kind were left standing in the Indian 
Territory. I don’t remember hearing Rogers’s name mentioned in 
the post-war period of re-building, so I suspect he either died 
during the war or moved elsewhere. 








Other pre-Civil War merchants at North Fork Town were S. S. 
Sanger, Grey Eagle Scales (white), Adkins, and the Eliasons. 
Post-war merchants included Sanger, Scales, James McDermott Coody 
(a Cherokee), W. B. and W. F. Crabtree, Judge George W. Stidham, 
and Samuel and George Washington Grayson--the last five all 
Creeks. Stidham also had a store at Creek Agency and one at 
Shieldsville (a mile north of present-day Okmulgee, Oklahoma) 
before the war. Shieldsville was named for merchant Charlie 
Shields. There were several merchants at Okmulgee and Muskogee, 
which were not established until after the war. I had never 
given much thought to their issuing scrip because most business 
was conducted on credit, by barter, or by warrants issued by the 
Creek government in anticipation of annuity payments. Currency 


was in such short supply in the territory that merchant Frederick 
B. Severs (an adopted Creek) once had to ask for his merchandise 
back from a traveler because, after searching all night, he could 
not come up with change for a ten dollar gold piece. It does 
make sense that merchants would have issued scrip. My only 
question is, where did they have it printed? The only printing 
press in the Creek Nation was at Tullahassee Mission just west of 
present-day Muskogee. It was used for books, pamphlets, and 
educational materials. 


I am interested in this topic because I wrote a biography of 
G. W. Grayson for my dissertation. “Grayson (13842-1720)" fived alk 
his life within five miles of North Fork Town-EBufaula. He 
clerked for Sanger before the war and for Scales and Stidham 
after the war. He and’ Sam bought out Scales and “Searited Glayscou 
Brothers Mercantile about 1875. They helped found Eufaula when 
the Katy Railroad came through and stayed in business until they 
declared bankruptcy in 1898. The fourth chapter of the biography 
deals with merchandizing and related economic activities in the 
post-war period. 


Much of my information comes from the Oklahoma Historical 
Society. Included in the archives in the Robert S. Boyd Collec- 
tion, 82-059, is William H. Rogers’s ledger for Me61—-1863. Other 
sources are the "Indian-Pioneer History," the Indian Journal 
published at Eufaula after 1877,-traders’ licenses insihe Creek 
National Records, the Creek Indian Memorial Association records, 
assorted manuscripts, and articles in The Chronicles of Oklahoma. 
The best person to contact at the OHS is William Welge, Director 
of the Archives and Manuscripts Division. Bill knows his materi- 
al and is«an excellent person.to work with.” The: address for the 
OHS is the: Wiley Post: Historical “Building, 2100 N. bincotm Bivar, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105. The phone number is (405) 521-2491. 


I would love to see your collection when I am in St. Louis 
for the conference. I plan to stay with my sister in Florissant 
and will be in town for the long weekend. Perhaps we can ex- 
change information at that time. 


Sincerely, 


arie Warde, Ph.D. 
Mrs. William D. Warde) 
(405) 377-0412 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mary Jane Warde February 25, 1994 
2606/'West 18th St. 
Stillwater, OK 74074 


Dear Mrs. Warde: 


YOWvare Just the person’) was looking for: I sincerely thank 
VOUrLOon) Lhe “information. in >the ‘letter, of February 20, 1994, 
Because the question I asked was so easy I have to try to do better 
and ask harder ones. Since you wanted to see our American native 
money I will ask you some open questions about it before you come. 
Unfortunately I will be in Costa Rica when you come for the 
conference. I want to meet you on your next visit to your sister. 

I think the printing of the Rodgers note was done in Fort 
Smith (see enclosed Mayer’s note). 

There are some inquiries on the photocopies enclosed which you 
may easily be able to answer. 

I have sent a few more photocopies from our collection so you 
can see how fascinating this native money is. I will talk to you 
by telephone after you receive this letter. 


Thank you -for your, wonderful, cooperation and jstored (up 
knowledge. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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, Redeemed at White & Hanley’s, Van Buren, and Mayers & Bro., Fort Smith, Ark. 


Forr Gisson, C. N., April 8, 1862. 
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he took e club and carried it. While passing 


under e tree, the panther jumped down on him, He | F ip 


ought 4t ea long while, snd finslly kiliet it with — . aa 
: aes v4 4 
the clube We were married in I890 end to this 


marriage there were five child?en born. Wes 44 


te moved from here to Tahlequah where we 58 a4 ] 
: : 2 ‘. 
stayed for an of years. While we were here ia 


I sang <ith the Cherokees in their meetings. I 
"prayed with them, ate eas ahlee and even doctored 
them chen they wore sick. They called on me to sing 
et funerela, and I was loved by all the Indians, 
Fron Tahlequah ve moved to Locust Grove. hen 


there we traded st the Bryan*s Trading Post end re- 





ceived our mail there aleo. Ve lived on Spring Creek 
in the John Ross farms We stayed thure about three 
yerrs aoe ieee to_SPpMeSsODONY Di strict, still in the + i : ae 
Indian Territory, ow Hogers Couty. I heve lived here 
WD to present dates My Imabent died in Clarenore, ai 


Jenuary. 9, 1987 end wes: buried : in the besutiful Woodlew - 
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cation, my txe oldevt’ sons being groductes from 
Lebanon ,Teinessee, ae ae greduating from 
Divight Miseion School in Sednorek County, ami the 
.other son graduating fom Phillips University at 
roree I US — 
3 WAR i: 

All that-I lmow nbout the Civil far ts aot 
“Ry father told me, My-husbend ves Only two yeers 
old when the Wer -ended.. Father said at times he 
‘inmost starved.to deeth because of food shortage. 
They would boil hard corn from the fiela, unt-at one 


time thuy had to kill a horse for mast. They some- 


times bad to grind their own moni to make corn cakes, 





snd ot other times they only hed perched corn. 
Yoth of our mills were run by watar power. They 
"ere located on the edge.of the OuchitaRiver, the 
mill lying Jest above the dam oa the eset side of : 


the river, cud the flour nil on the west aide. The 
~ cat \ 
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GARLAND, “RS. MAGGIE. INTERVIEW. 12444, 
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“on. nothing except our chickeng and the milk and butter 
e : vi oe Fi 


‘from our cow. We cid mmage to keep our team ends few 


plone es 

Today, we sre olé and re stricken and Eaarae of 
the Government living here thieecwties from wilburton on the 
chee Indien xeservetion. 

l heve traveled ell over “thé Terri tory and . remember 
one time being et ardmore anak there were only two storos 


there. Ome store wes run by two Jews. It was a general 


merchandi se store and the other was a Hercwsre store run by 
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8 white aR. 

At ole Shawnee Town there was 6 store run by 4 men 
pamed Milliron. This store was th a_log house. 

When the Choctaw end culf ‘reilrosd,now the Chicago, 
Rock Island end imcific ailroad,crossed the Missouri, “mses 
and Texas Ratlroad at the present tom of Meslester, Lire 

- Mealester moved up to what is now North Me. lester from 
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Severna and started a etore teens 


To eamped one.. —_— at Fort Cibson and 1 dea. there I met 


~ 8 mM man who ran 8 eer merchendi s¢ store and named Nash. 
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] remeuber him yell because they hed whet they crlled 
hash: Dog Head ae end,! aa Sse nee whe t it ‘wes ane han 
never seen eny of St before cut ‘eee it wes scrip which 
they acne for money. 
The Nevins who ren the ate Ferry at the mouth of 


Grand Kiver were rele*ives of Ur. Garlend, my present bus- ies 









band ond he today tas some cousins or second cousina still 


living clase to where this old ferry crossed the Arkenses 


River. Their nemes are Peve snd Loujls Garlend. 


% : Indian - Pioneer History 
. | Vol_ AS, page 3oY. 
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one mile east of the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma. 


Incidentally Seott and his wife is buried about, one mile east 
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of where. he operated his ferrye 





The Googy. Booey, ferry. crossed the Arkansas river at about - 


‘the present highway brigge one ails south of the. preabit iowa: 


of Coweta, Oklahoma, © 


The Robert Fry ferry crossed the Arkanses river-north of 


~ Wealaka oe a short way from ‘the present town of Leonard, 
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What was known as the Bixby Ferry crossed the Arkansas 


river north of the present tom lof Bisby, Oklahoma and was 
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controlled, owned and operated: by a. _man-hamed Berry. i-- 


Re Texas ferry, and I do, not know. ‘why they nek ted it this, 





rolled, owned-and-operated-by Simon Brown. This seid 


crossed the Arkansas river a i a of Muskogee at a 


what is now known an the ‘Spaulding bridge. ; ec 
The Tode Drew ferry was up atream fran the Simon Brown © 


Ride! about two niles and was owned by Tobe peat a Creek = 


“Indian. mis s ferry. crossed the Avkansas- rivers” istak 
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peuse deliver it to me showing that it was fully paids ‘By ) 


this eateee it pagiteed sonaccanatie bookkeeping, but. that 
wes the only alternate. Other ranch men Like yr. 8. Severs 
did as I;~-- 


SHOST TOWNS 


The old ovesk agency located on ‘the ‘south side of Fern - 
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“Mountain northwest - of htt ak ogee eae of. the many thriving - 


communities that have passed out of the pieture. This 











village also had a poatoffice. 








North Fork town on the Texas road near. the bank of the Bt 


‘horth Canadian rive is no more. There used to be a post-. 
office heres | i ; 
eal: 


Fisher town. on the Texas road pouth of the present town 


ot checotah; Oklahoma, ‘on the south Canadien ‘FL ver is another 











_ that _18_no_more.—— = Z 


i hes 


Saw, Oklshoma, was located about one ane south and nike 
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west of the ‘present. town of Haskell, Oklahoma. and oa hamded all: 


kinds of merchandise with a postoffice in oonnest ion. The | 


- postmaster was E. B. Harris and the man who rant “the <<? was 
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‘and ‘the ‘postmastershipe “with, the building of Midlend- Valley 
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would go. to his merchant and offer what be had as security 


_and tf his security was accepted he would not be given the 


cash money but ‘was given what was known as -seript, rang ing 


in amounts from 5 Sante to #10. 00. This eertre was used. 68 
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a med ium of exohange by all the merchants within the im- 


mediate vicinity. “at? a certain time. the party who issued the 


script. would recall it “ead pay the cash for it. There was 
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parties who had the script would need the real money when 
—ye-wes going to Okmulgee or some other point where the script ? 


would not be recognized and naturally he had to suffer a loss” 
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to get the real money by discounting ite | 


= remeaber well” Spaulding ee as be a time I have 
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onshed —— script et s discount, nak ing i soot instances as 


much. ‘as a hundred per cent on the transaction. I remember 


that if I did not have aah to cae my help at the ranch I. 


as 


would give to the explo} ee a micas of papersabout the size 


seats 


of a bank check ami smo thereon the amount I des tred to pay 
him. this yar loree wor 4 take it to. tow and as he purchased 
his ere olothing ‘or what not the mer ch ant would write on = 
back thereof Bad nege end the ant purchased and on ats books: 


- he would charge cine to me. Thea the imount: on the. front of 


the paper was taken” a ct last merchant would retain * and 


— 
~ 


‘elken’ Rc Ee 


— 
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Haskell, Oklahoma. res ; e 


The Choski post was owned by C. We Turner and ‘there was 


“ss 
also a post office at this location. Ghoski post was located 


about two miles east from the present town of Haskell, Okiahoma — 


— 


and east of the Arkanses River. The building of Haskell, also ~ E 


made this a ghost tom. - Oa 


Hes stress a 
Frage re S 





| 


cpaaries penta ek eoll thie BANA meter 


Tite ~The tows of Lae was tooated about three miles north of the E a 





present town of Boynton, Oklahoma. It was at ‘this place 





where the Creek Court was held in a little one-room log Court : 





SS > <= 


House with a black gum tree standing near by that was used for 


a whipping post. The Judge of the Court was Judge Reed, a 


negro, and he also operated a hotel, With the building of 


- Pe 24 SAC PrEys by -* 
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the Frisco Railroad, the present town of Boynton, Oklahoma, 


sprang up and Lee became a ghost tom. 





' INDIAN POLICE a . ~ 


_ ~ x 


We had @ number of Indian Police and the Ligthorseorgan- 
‘ization was of the £ important and I*will tell you more ee 
. ® 


them later-on.. I recall John West, John Sixkiller, Wiley 
McIntosh, and Georgsé NeIntosh as being some of the leading 


Indien police. oN eee’ 


> I remeaber the Green Peach War as if it were yesterday. 


Some say thet the reason they ealled it the Green Peach War ia 

= > 2 . ae = 223 Bau oa ee sf x 
een care 
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ry 


and the. sorabante handled mm ll the. money. If a ee 


oat 


St 


"I xo = 


‘Termer wanted to dare money with whieh. to put ‘te Bie. 


_8Fop or. for_eny. purpose for that wetter, they would 


wate py sven 


come. to ve merenant and mortenge whatever "property. 
thas the merchant. would-adoere and. ‘they would in: a 
thereof—iseue thea. shat they * termed script and this 
oct Tp wee aaee: as a ed tn of orshange vith the rest. 


of Yue-rest_o of she merchante sod dasiness concerns... 





= ee “Tiare sae I Muskogee’ shat was Kou Rn OR sori pt. 


ad Be Spaulding had -his plesure os a of the piece - 


—_ 


“of paper which was about. four and e kal inches long, . 


os BS ee ‘ —" + bavi ® 


and the anount on the other end reaging fige-fIve cents 





“to tea’ dollera.. “AN Fort Othece there wes.a nex {i the 


mercantile business wy the name of Nash. £ I believe it 


SS ate pote script tn the és aa “way a 


- 


ee re + Spenléing=- os] wes: zreen peper about — seme size 
<— of Se 
of se speuiaing eerie ‘end -00. 18 wes ‘s oA 2 
~ see bead 1 ¢ waded. thle picture was the nape me P. wan, 


ae siete 


ae siseoly Waleed Soe 
aed 7: by 022 businges.coneerna 


une 


beg 
23 ESA Re, thebeats 


PST 


ast Tie OE sf ‘ 


Ne 





p te, - : 
* Gihees eae. gua 

r r ipa s, Wn itthei ebessids i" 
¥ = wer 



































~\ 
> in Port O1dece “wad: Likeetes the Mash script (which the * 
cae people called the dog need money) wés accepted by business ; 7 le: a 
y concerns in waskogee. os s very -ebort tise soalpers be- e 
| gan t» = thie | eoript ets Atecount as people, would ‘ A 
f | went reel Oni . Dated Steves money de they would possilde : ae a 
| | have to make -@ trip to.  Ommul gee, Tahlequah or ‘elseshere a i : 
pares and of “course the serine em of no velue at these points. im 
Lng a a 3 Ta a. length of sine the_seelpers be nae bought uip-about all kc a ee she 
bs the acript thas. Bes Lequed | at at all the way Pros Titty canta Saas Lt 
ee , t> “ataaty eats oo the dollar and closed. in = the Spatla ings - BSP: 
| ie end Mesh for their money and itkeame: mi near benkrupting both ‘ q 
} - of hen, APter the banks Dagan to operate OMe sicgd 
| : particular aa ‘of met that we called Shis Plaster. 
-¥- el It was peper the smoant of ghich wes ten cents. . ° fe: £ 
1 recall thet Mr. Spaulding and vr. JoeDegllahan 
ee ‘Genarel-Bospital but it was used wi ; ) 
The first sutonod ile whieh Fesembled a busgy ves 
_ . owned by mr. Spaulding bere im the city of Maskog ee. : a yee. : 
y ) - The first st treding aii and the only one of which pat ; ‘= 3 
ra feet om have” any recollection wes ) Losated at the Ssoecest. 2a pe | 
o. mare —_— Gane os aS. aan 
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he be vould isane soxyipt mhich was wed ta p meiim of 

Ee with il the merehente in inv, I Wali xveue mbox the 
@ Soxript.e It was lout fuk and & half inahea long cai 

t chon wiles Thig serigt was iveved by E, b, *paulding in the 
° Murcer ee, Cxinhow, 16 had Sy be Syoulding's picture on 
od tnd tae smoui$ on the cier end, Thie eexipd xenged in 

be | fron fives Conte VO ton 4oliures sect weatca acye enongh 
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SYKES, ALEX, 





INTERVIBWs © - y) Pal 


. Of course we nave & ways hod fvou tm days of soript, Yatted 
Btobes uumey in we olty of Kuslugees And when the banim beaen te 


ae 


open up there was ne further ased of much money og sorint. 


as COMIN IS 


| You mdi aobe tant ig. uykes paronts d@ied while he wom e@till 
io bie teans mid it wu uy lvie of toil end sucrifice that he 
penaged we FeLe and aguoute x loxge fimily with the reck froilitier 
$hat WO aVGliiwie em at the some time sewsmlate to the ond that 
he wie ote of soe moss Weli to do fczmere in the surrowiding country 
Glthcugh 13 iste yeure be ine eufiered untold lose through sicimees, 
pflliciicuo aid untorcceen cecidenwe in hie immediate femily os well 
BO umercus ezop Fediuret. 

iG if G& Very admireble o1é geitlesmtent hes clwaye been consid 


ered honsst, tazxifty md gdmired by 211 hie cid egeooletes, frisnds 


ard neichiora.s 
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